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YOU WILL NEED
Ñ Art supplies Ñ Musical instrument Ñ Website
Ñ Scanning or recording equipment
Ñ Computer with Internet access and email account

METHOD
1. Explain to the class that they are going to create original works 
of art, such as pictures, songs or poems, which they will upload to 
a website and ask as many people as possible to view.

2. Allow time for these ‘works of art’ to be created – then post 
them electronically, inviting comments.

3. This process may take several days. So, establish a timeframe 
and stop when it’s done. Get students to monitor the reactions of 
viewers to their works.

4. Ask each student (or group) to talk about the different ways in 
which the works were interpreted.

TOPICS TO DISCUSS
• How does it feel to have work viewed publicly?

•  How does it feel to have work praised, criticised, ignored or 
even modified?

•  What is the difference between displaying work in a classroom or 
performing to a small group, and posting work on the Internet?

• How can online artists protect their work?

•  Should people pay to view artwork or listen to music posted 
on the Internet?

•  Can anything be posted online or should the Internet be 
censored? If so, who should be in control?

• What are appropriate and inappropriate uses of the Internet?
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Looking for ways to incorporate technology and issues relating 
to ICT in the classroom? Try some of these suggestions.

LESSON PLAN 1: TEXT CHAT – THE LANGUAGE OF LEARNING LANGUAGES
Objective: Writing and communicating in a foreign language
Age range: 1 1-18

YOU WILL NEED
Ñ  Forum for chat (computer with Internet access, and chat room 

or instant messaging, IM, facility – or possibly a text-capable 
cellphones) 

Ñ Language dictionary (optional)

Text chat, IM, even texting can be a fun and challenging way to 
learn to think about and write foreign languages.

METHOD
1. Explain to the students that they are going to communicate in a 
foreign language with each other using text chat. Text chat rooms 
can be easily set up and secured. For example, Yahoo! Groups 
(http://groups.yahoo.com/) offers this facility. Chat between two 
groups can be through something like Skype or Messenger. If you’re 
unsure about getting these set up, ask the students to do it. 

2. Initially, get them to come up with a few topics that they’d like 
to discuss. This will help to stimulate and support meaningful 
communication. It can be an actual list of questions to ask, or a 
goal of finding out specific information.

3. Group size is important with a chat room scenario – too many 
and students will be tempted to not participate; too few and the 
discussion may start to resemble role playing. Groups of between 
three and six participants in the same conversation may be most 
appropriate. Another option would be to pair students at a 
computer, allowing them to pool their knowledge and skills.

3. As text chat is a written, real-time format, students will need 
time not only to understand a message and think about a response, 
but also to type in their response. Some pre-agreed strategies 

could help here, such as sending the message in sections, to allow 
the other participants to start ‘de-coding’. Students can indicate 
they are not finished yet by typing ‘...’ at the end.

4. As students will be typing quickly, often grammar elements 
such as accents, punctuation and capital letters are forgotten. 
This could be seen as a trade-off for spontaneity, but if you prefer 
students to work as accurately as possible, make sure they know 
accent short-cuts.

5. Ask one to start the conversation with the other. Perhaps get them 
going by suggesting a common greeting – and see what happens. 

This type of environment offers intermediate and advanced 
students the opportunity to develop skills of spontaneous 
communication in the foreign language. 

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

• How can technology be used to learn a language?

• How is learning different when done using technology?

• Can it be done with all languages?

• How is it different when the process is immediate?

FOLLOW UP ACTIVITIES

•  Conversation text can be copied and pasted into a word-
processing document for further work.

•  It may be possible to set up a link with an overseas school. 
You may already have contacts with a suitable school, or 
there are sites that link schools in different countries. 

LESSON PLAN 2: OWNERSHIP AND USE OF ONLINE MATERIAL 
Objective: Dealing with privacy, ethical and commercial issues facing creative artists 
who use the Internet to exhibit their work
Age range: 14-18
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